
Los Medanos College

English 90 Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria

(Version 90.5)

In addition to the following learning outcomes and criteria, instructors should also consider the English department’s commitment to a theme-based approach to this course. Some themes that have been successfully used in English 90 are “Education”, “Empowerment”, “Culture”, “The Intersection of Religion, Sex and Politics in Society” ,“Rites of Passage” and “The Outsider in a Community.”

It is the intent of the department that English 90 be primarily a course that prepares students for English 10S. Fiction may be used to accomplish some of the learning outcomes of the course, although English 90 is not intended to be a course in which the study of elements of fiction/literature is the primary focus; rather, students need to begin engaging in the sort of reading/thinking/writing tasks they will encounter in the argument-based assignments in English 10S and in their other courses across the curriculum. These tasks involve reading, comprehending, critiquing, and synthesizing non-fiction writing, and explaining this critical understanding of the text in expository/persuasive writing. To this end, instructors are expected to teach strategies to help students engage in these tasks.  

The three courses in the English Department’s Writing/Reading/Critical Thinking sequence (English 70, English 90, and English 10S) have a common set of objectives for the development of students’ language use skills. The difference in the courses is a matter of degree in the reading-level of texts used and the students’ mastery of the skills. In English 70, students are introduced to basic reading, critical thinking, and writing skills. In English 90, students are introduced to pre-college-level reading, critical thinking, and writing skills and are given practice in developing them. In English 10S, students continue developing their college-level reading and critical thinking skills, and become proficient in their college-level writing skills. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

In order to demonstrate their continuing development in college-level reading, critical thinking, and writing skills, English 90 students will: 

A.) 
Read actively, in order to comprehend and summarize pre-college readings* 

B.) 
Read critically, in order to analyze, evaluate and synthesize pre-college readings. Students will also explain how the social-cultural-historical context of both the reader and the text influence their meaning-making process 

C.) 
Write expository essays which integrate and synthesize course readings and are clearly focused, fully developed, and logically organized.

D.) 
Compose their essays with sentences which display a developing syntactical maturity and whose meaning is not impaired by excessive grammar, usage and proofreading errors.

E.) 
Gain an awareness of their own reading, thinking, and writing processes and monitor their learning.

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A.)
Students will read actively, in order to comprehend and summarize pre-college readings* 

* Please note that faculty must assign at least one, but no more than two book-length works (fiction or non-fiction) during the semester, with a formal essay assignment linked to each book. Each remaining essay assignment should draw upon at least two non-fiction articles whose pages total a minimum of 6 pages. Textbooks and book-length works should be selected from department-approved book list.

Assessment Criteria:

1.) 
Students will use a variety of strategies to enhance reading comprehension and to connect their reading to personal experience and prior knowledge: previewing, questioning, skimming, annotating, and metacognitive strategies such as comprehension monitoring. 

2.) 
Students will identify the shape of text (e.g. introduction, body, conclusion) by reading non-fiction essays and articles 

3.) 
Students will demonstrate their comprehension of assigned readings by writing concise summaries that identify the author’s main point (thesis) and supporting ideas, paraphrasing and quoting key words and phrases when necessary to avoid plagiarism 

4.) 
Students will learn how transitions are used to build coherence in a summary. 

 

B.) 
Students will read critically, in order to analyze, evaluate and synthesize pre-college readings* Students will also explain how the social-cultural-historical context of both the reader and the text influence their meaning-making process 

Assessment Criteria: 

5.) 
In response to readings, students will craft thoughtful questions based on their own and their classmates’ experiences, as well as the authors’ experiences as expressed in the readings. 

6.) 
Students will question assumptions and detect biases inherent in the text, themselves and others by considering purpose, tone, voice, and audience. 

7.) 
Students will make connections and distinctions between their own ideas, their classmates’ ideas and the ideas found in the text, in order to construct a more complex perspective (synthesis). 

8.) 
Students will draw inferences that they can support and defend with the text. 

 

C.) 
Students will engage in a recursive writing process to produce expository essays which integrate and synthesize course readings and are clearly focused, fully developed, and logically organized 

Assessment Criteria: 

9.) 
Students will demonstrate their ability to clearly focus their ideas by:  

( Defining an expository essay: A piece of writing that makes and develops a point (a thesis) 

( Formulating a working thesis (controlling idea/purpose) for their essays and refining/clarifying it as       

   they move through the writing process. 

10.) 
Students will demonstrate their ability to generate, select, fully develop, and relate their ideas by: 

( Supporting their general ideas (as expressed in the thesis and topic sentences) with adequate    

   specific ideas: examples, illustrations, statistics, reasons, anecdotes, quotes from sources 

( Analyzing, interpreting, and synthesizing the information they present in their papers. Explaining 

HOW & WHY the specific ideas they provide support their position as expressed in the general   

 ideas    

( Avoiding plagiarism and correctly incorporating quotes from in-class readings and outside sources 

   into their essays, by using MLA documentation 

( Using an appropriate tone for audience and purpose, varying their writing styles as needed for   

   different social contexts and readers

   Avoiding basic logical fallacies:  oversimplification, hasty generalizations, either/or thinking

11.) 
Students will demonstrate their ability to logically organize their ideas by: 

( Writing an opening paragraph that introduces the subject and contains a clear thesis or controlling 

   idea 

( Writing coherent body paragraphs headed by clear, appropriate topic sentences that address an 

   aspect of the thesis.

( Using transitions which link ideas within and between paragraphs 

( Writing a conclusion that ties together the ideas discussed in the essay and leaves the reader with a 

   satisfying sense of closure. 

12.)
Students will demonstrate their ability to engage in writing as a recursive process by rethinking and redrafting their essays, and correcting errors by applying the conventions of academic English.


Note number and nature of writing assignments:  Students are expected to complete at least four 
typewritten expository essays which draw upon the readings.  Rhetorical Modes (narration, illustration, 
definition, cause and effect, and classification) are to be used in service to development the essays, not to be 
used as the overall 
assignment. However, students must write one comparison and contrast essay and at least 
one persuasive/argumentative paper on a contemporary social issue. Essays are to be at least 2 – 3 pages in 
length at the beginning of the semester and progress to at least 4 – 5 pages in length by the end of the 
semester, as students grapple with more challenging cognitive tasks in their writing. For example:





Essay #1

2-3 pages





Essay #2

3-4 pages





Essay #3

3-4 pages (Essay #3 will be assigned approximately week 
12 of the semester.  This essay must be a persuasive, compare/contrast writing on a contemporary issue 
that draws upon at least two, but no more than four, short, non-fiction articles that are provided by the instructor 
or found in the course reader. The essay should include a concession/refutation paragraph.)




Essay #4

4-5 pages 
Other written assignments include summaries, reading responses, critiques, etc.  

Students will also write at least one 3 to 4 page (handwritten, double-spaced) in-class essay. 

Students will participate in peer-response groups to evaluate their own and their peers’ rough drafts, making thoughtful suggestions and comments using an assessment guide provided by the instructor. 

All writing assignments should be evaluated using the English 90 rubric provided by the department as a basis for developing rubrics specific to particular assignments.  

 

D.) 
Students will compose their essays with sentences which display a developing syntactical maturity, and  whose meaning is not impaired by excessive grammar, usage and proofreading errors. 

Assessment Criteria: 

13.) 
Students will demonstrate their ability to compose sentences which display a developing syntactical maturity by 

( Developing the knowledge and skills necessary to engage in effective sentence combing practices:    

   Using coordinators and subordinators to join sentences and show logical relationships between 

   ideas (Cause & Effect, Comparison and Contrast, Condition, Concession). Using appositives, 

   verbal phrases, adjective clauses, and parallel structures to add detail to sentences.

( Using these strategies in their written work

 

14.) 
Students will demonstrate their ability to compose sentences whose meaning is not impaired by excessive grammar, usage and proofreading errors by 

( Developing the knowledge and skills necessary to engage in effective proofreading practices: 

finding and fixing sentence fragments, run-together sentences, subject-verb agreement, verb tense,    shift in person, homonym, capitalization, and spelling errors. 

( Using these strategies in their written work, with no more than four errors per page. 

 

E.) 
Students will gain an awareness of their own reading, thinking, and writing processes and monitor their learning.

15.)
Students will evaluate their own performance as readers, thinkers, writers, and participants in a class. They will cite their strengths and weaknesses, give examples, and support their evaluation, creating and following a plan for correction and improvement.



 

Students are expected to complete at least four typewritten expository essays which draw upon the readings and use the development strategies of narration (in service to exposition), illustration, definition, cause and effect, and classification. Students must write one comparison and contrast essay and at least one persuasive/argumentative paper on a contemporary social issue. Essays are to be at least 2 – 3 pages in length at the beginning of the semester and progress to at least 4 – 5 pages in length by the end of the semester, as students grapple with more challenging cognitive tasks in their writing. 

Other written assignments include summaries, reading responses, critiques, etc.  

Students will also write at least one 3 to 4 page (handwritten, double-spaced) in-class essay. 

Students will participate in peer-response groups to evaluate their own and their peers’ rough drafts, making thoughtful suggestions and comments using an assessment guide provided by the instructor. 

All writing assignments should be evaluated using the English 90 rubric provided by the department as a basis for developing rubrics specific to particular assignments.  

English 70 Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria

(Version 70.2)

In addition to the following learning outcomes and criteria, instructors should also consider the English department’s commitment to a theme-based approach to this course. One theme that has been successfully piloted is the theme of journey, especially the hero’s journey. Telling one’s story, reading others’ stories, looking at how people deal with adversity, drawing on internal and external resources, and achieving goals are all relevant ways to frame the course.

It is the intent of the department that English 70 be primarily a literature-based course that immerses students in reading, thinking and writing about literature. This is the “hook” by which we hope to engage them and help them begin to see themselves as readers and writers. Toward the end of the semester, however, we need to begin making the transition to short non-fiction articles and summary writing. This transition is needed to prepare them for the kinds of reading and writing assignments they will have in English 90 and English 10.

The three courses in the English Department’s Writing/Reading/Critical Thinking sequence (English 70 or 70A&B, English 90 or 90A&B, and English 10S) have a common set of objectives for the development of students’ language use skills. The difference in the courses is a matter of degree in the reading-level of  texts used and the students’ mastery of  the skills. In English 70 or 70A&B, students are introduced to basic reading, critical thinking, and writing skills. In English 90 or 90A&B, students are introduced  to pre-college-level reading, critical thinking, and writing skills and are given practice in developing them. In English 10S, students continue developing their college-level reading and critical thinking skills, and become proficient in their college-level writing skills.

Student Learning Outcomes:

 

In order to demonstrate the reading, thinking, writing and organizational skills necessary to transition into English 90,  students will:

 

A.)
Access the resources, knowledge and skills they need to become fully engaged, organized college students.

B.)
Use a variety of reading strategies to foster comprehension and the construction of personally meaningful and socially/culturally relevant connections to text (text to self, text to text, and text to world).

C.
Organize and develop essays and paragraphs that demonstrate the ability to: form a clear and focused thesis; summarize; incorporate quotes correctly and effectively; analyze and make inferences with specific, detailed support, and do a simple synthesis between two readings. 

D. 
Proofread writing and correct errors that would significantly impair meaning. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A.)
Students will access the resources, knowledge and skills they need to become fully engaged, organized college students.

Assessment Criteria:

1.)      
Students will know the location of, be introduced to the services provided by, and assess their need for the following campus resources: Counseling, Financial Aid, Library, Study Skills Workshops, DSPS, ESL, Transfer Center, Gay and Lesbian Resource Center, AVANCE, Puente, Campus Police, Child Care Center, Scholarship Center, and the Teaching and Learning Center, which includes the Reading and Writing Center, the Counseling Student Success Center, and the Student Computer Lab. 

2)      
Students will articulate their educational goal and have an educational plan. 

3)      
Students will demonstrate time management skills, such as developing a calendar, meeting deadlines, handing in work on time, etc. 

4)      
Students will perform various roles in small-group activities, such as leader, recorder, reporter, and timekeeper. 

5)     
 Students will write a formal essay that encourages them to reflect upon and analyze their own experience as a learner. (Students may use a variety of expository techniques to develop their ideas including narration, description, compare and contrast, cause and effect, analysis, etc.)

B. 
Students will use a variety of reading strategies to foster comprehension and the construction of personally meaningful and socially/culturally relevant connections to text (text to self, text to text, and text to world).

Assessment Criteria

6)      
Students will read two novels as a whole class, and one novel of their choice independently. Through journals and class discussion, students will make personal connections to what they read, analyze the books’ literary elements such as plot, theme, character, and conflict, and make inferences regarding the “meaning” of the text. For at least 2 of these novels, students will explain this “meaning”, and their personal connections, inferences and analysis in a formal typed essay.

 

7)      
Students will read three to five short, multicultural, non-fiction articles and essays.* They will identify the author’s thesis and main supporting points, position the reading within an historical/cultural context, draw conclusions, and ask questions. Students will write summaries of these articles and brief personal responses. 

8)      
When reading non-fiction articles and essays, students will use a variety of strategies to enhance comprehension: previewing strategies, comprehension monitoring, questioning strategies, annotation, etc. 

9)      
Students will use contextual and structural analysis to learn new vocabulary and improve comprehension. 

10)  
Students will make connections between two readings they’ve discussed as a class - a basic form of synthesis.

C.
Students will organize and develop essays and paragraphs that demonstrate the ability to: form a clear and focused thesis; summarize; incorporate quotes correctly and effectively; analyze and make inferences with specific, detailed support, and do a simple synthesis between two readings. 

Assessment Criteria
11)  
In their essays, students will incorporate quotes from the readings to help explain their ideas and support their inferences, using the basic “sandwich” technique to correctly identify the author and title of the quoted work.

12)  
In their essays, students will organize and develop expository paragraphs consisting of general statements (topic sentence), specific statements (development), and explanatory statements (analysis). 

D. 
Students will proofread writing and correct errors that would significantly impair meaning. 

Assessment Criteria
13)  
Students will gain the knowledge and skills necessary to engage in effective proofreading practices: understanding the grammatical definitions of, and identifying verbs, subjects, phrases, dependent clauses and independent clauses; finding and fixing sentence fragments, run-together sentences, and subject-verb agreement errors in workbook exercises and in their own writing. They will also proofread their work for common spelling errors, especially frequently confused homonyms. Students will demonstrate their usage of these strategies in their essays. 

14)  
Students will gain the knowledge and skills necessary to engage the following sentence combining strategies: using adjectives, prepositional phrases, and verbal phrases to add detail to sentences; using coordinators and subordinators to join sentences and show logical relationships between ideas. Students will demonstrate their usage of these strategies in their essays. 

Please note a total of three novels are assigned in addition to three to five short, multi-cultural  non-fiction articles and essays. In addition, a total of three formal essays are required, one of which is a reflection on the student’s experience as a learner, and two that are related to the novels they read. Writing assignments related to the third novel will vary. The assignment might be another formal essay, a book letter, an in- class writing assignment, or some other writing format of the instructor’s choice. Additional writing required includes summary paragraphs in which students summarize the short non-fictional articles and essays they have read. All writing assignments should be evaluated using the English 70 rubric provided by the department as a basis for developing rubrics specific to particular assignments. 

*  Please refer to the department approved book list for a selection of essays.

   (Readers are not used in English 70 because the course is primarily literature based.)

lEnglish 10S Student Learning Outcomes and Assessment Criteria
(Version 10.2)

It is the intent of the department that English 10S be primarily a course that engages students in the sorts of academic discourse they will encounter during their college careers. Fiction may be used to accomplish some of the learning outcomes of the course, although English 10S is not intended to be a course in which the study of elements of fiction/literature is the primary focus; rather, students need to become competent in the sort of reading/thinking/writing tasks they will encounter in the argument-based assignments in their other courses across the curriculum. These tasks involve reading, comprehending, critiquing, and synthesizing non-fiction writing, and explaining this critical understanding of the text in expository/persuasive writing. To this end, instructors are expected to teach strategies to help students master these tasks.  

The three courses in the English Department’s Writing/Reading/Critical Thinking sequence (English 70 or 70A&B, English 90 or 90A&B, and English 10S) have a common set of objectives for the development of students’ language use skills. The difference in the courses is a matter of degree in the reading-level of texts used and the students’ mastery of the skills. In English 70 or 70A&B, students are introduced to basic reading, critical thinking, and writing skills. In English 90 or 90A&B, students are introduced to pre-college-level reading, critical thinking, and writing skills and are given practice in developing them. In English 10S, students continue developing their college-level reading and critical thinking skills, and become proficient in their college-level writing skills. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:

In order to demonstrate their proficiency in college-level reading, critical thinking, and writing skills 

English 10S students will be able to:

A.)
Read, discuss, comprehend, summarize, analyze, critique and synthesize college-level readings *

B.)
Write expository essays which synthesize course readings and are clearly focused, 

fully developed, logically organized, appropriately cited, and composed with sentences that are syntactically mature and free from excessive grammar, usage and proofreading errors. They will also demonstrate their ability to evaluate their initial essay drafts and revise subsequent drafts as needed.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A.)
Students will read, discuss, comprehend, summarize, analyze, critique and synthesize college-level readings *

* Students will read at least one, but no more than two book-length works (fiction or non-fiction) during the semester. For each essay assignment, students will read a minimum of two non-fiction essays which have a combined total of at least ten pages, and/or a book-length work (fiction or non-fiction). All readings must be on the approved books list.

Assessment Criteria

1.)
Students will analyze readings as potential models for their own writing,  by identifying

--
the introduction, body paragraphs, transitions, and the conclusion

--
rhetorical strategies in the readings, such as illustration, definition, cause and effect, classification, comparison and contrast, argument, etc.

2.)
Students will summarize readings, identifying the thesis and its major supporting points

3.)
Students will use a variety of strategies to enhance reading comprehension: previewing, questioning, skimming, and metacognitive strategies such as comprehension monitoring, annotating, etc.

4.)
Students will identify similarities and differences in themes, concepts, and language use among several texts (simple synthesis)

5.)
Students will be able to evaluate an argument, by applying their knowledge of the most common logical fallacies, such as false analogy, personal attack, strawman, bandwagon, circular reasoning, loaded language, appeal to emotion, non sequitur, false cause,  either/or, hasty generalization, inappropriate authority, etc. Students will avoid such fallacies in their own writing.

6.)
Students will identify and explain the author’s purpose by examining tone, voice and audience

7.)
Students will make inferences from ideas implied in the text

B.)
Students will write expository essays which synthesize course readings and are clearly focused, fully developed, logically organized, appropriately cited, and composed with sentences that are syntactically mature and free from excessive grammar, usage and proofreading errors. They will also demonstrate their ability to evaluate their initial essay drafts and revise subsequent drafts as needed.


Assessment Criteria
8.)
Students will demonstrate their ability to clearly focus their ideas by:     

--
Defining an expository essay: A piece of writing that makes and develops a point (a thesis)

--
Formulating a working thesis (controlling idea/purpose) for their essays and refining/clarifying it as they move through the writing process.

9.)
Students will demonstrate their ability to fully develop their ideas by:

--
Using prewriting techniques (brainstorming, freewriting, clustering listing, journals) to generate ideas for their essays.

--
Supporting their general ideas (as expressed in the thesis and topic sentences) 

with adequate specific ideas: examples,  illustrations, statistics, reasons, anecdotes, quotes from sources

--
Analyzing, interpreting, and synthesizing the information they present in their papers.  Explaining HOW & WHY the specific ideas they provide support their position as expressed in the general ideas




--
Not plagiarizing and correctly incorporating quotes from in-class readings and outside sources into their essays, by using MLA documentation

--
Using engaging and authentic discourse

10.)
Students will demonstrate their ability to logically organize their ideas by:

--
Using a logical, unified ordering for their ideas that both guides their reader and further emphasizes the point they wish to make.

--
Writing coherent paragraphs headed by clear, appropriate topic sentences that address an aspect of the thesis.

11.)
Students will demonstrate their ability to compose their ideas with syntactically mature sentences by:

--
Identifying, constructing, and using in their essays sentence modifiers such as 

Noun Phrase Appositives, Verbal Phrases, Adjective Clauses, Parallel Structures.

--
Showing logical relationships between ideas (Cause & Effect, Comparison and Contrast, Condition, Concession) on the sentence level, using subordination and coordination.

12.)
Students will demonstrate their ability to compose their ideas with sentences that are free from excessive grammar, usage and proofreading errors by

--
Having no more than two proofreading errors per page

To demonstrate their proficiency in college-level writing skills, students will produce at least 32 pages (8,000 – 10,000 words) of formal,  typed, double-spaced writing that draws upon the readings, which must include the following minimums:

1)
three 4 to 6 page expository essays, which use the development strategies of  narration (in service to exposition), illustration, definition, cause and effect, classification, comparison and contrast, persuasion, argument. At least two of these essays must draw upon and synthesize non-fiction articles.

2)
one 7 to 10 page argumentative research paper, in which students sustain an insightful thesis with in-depth comprehensive research on a focused topic, evaluate multiple sources, analyze and synthesize at least five outside sources, examine opposing viewpoints, and use MLA documentation.

3)
one 3 to 4 page (handwritten, double-spaced) in-class essay.

In addition, students will produce other written assignments, such as summaries, reading responses, critiques, revisions, etc.
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