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	6

A level 6 essay will be characterized by most of the following features
	5

 A level 5 essay will be characterized by most of the following features
	4

A level 4 essay will be characterized by most of the following features
	3

A level 3 essay will be characterized by most of the following features
	2

A level 2 essay will be characterized by most of the following features
	1

A level 1 essay will be characterized by most of the following features

	Ideas
	Displays originality and depth of thought. Expresses ideas fluently and gracefully.
	Displays clear thinking. Expresses ideas clearly.
	Conveys basically intelligible ideas. Style is bland, pedantic or formulaic
	Conveys simplistic ideas. Lack of vocabulary hinders clarity of expression.
	Reveals confusion or takes an extremely simplistic approach to the prompt.
	Demonstrates confusion or inability to comprehend the prompt.

	Thesis 

Voice 

Audience
	Demonstrates effective sense of voice, audience and purpose, one that is evident in such elements as thesis, topic selection and/approach to topic. Discussion is fully developed and convincing.
	Demonstrates adequate and clear sense of voice, audience and purpose through  thesis, topic selection and/or approach.  Lacks sophisticated approach.
	Lacks mastery of voice, sense of audience, and/or purpose. Thesis weak or unclear. Support is weak.
	Fails to convey a clear sense of voice or sense of audience. Thesis missing or undeveloped.
	Lacks an awareness of voice or sense of audience. Thesis is missing or underdeveloped.
	No voice. Lacks sense of audience. Thesis is unclear or nonexistent.

	Organization
	Shows a sophisticated sense of paragraph and essay organization and links paragraphs smoothly with effective transitions.
	Shows competence in organization but lacks sophistication.  Paragraphs are well developed but lack appropriate transitions
	Shows attempt to organize an essay with a thesis. Demonstrates ability to organize individual paragraphs although organization unevenly developed or formulaic and transitions generally lacking.
	Shows attempt to organize an essay and limited ability to organize individual paragraphs but paragraphs are formulaic, underdeveloped and repetitive.  Transitions generally lacking.
	Shows inability to organize an essay.  Paragraphs are not carefully and logically developed. Transitions are missing or inappropriate so that relationships between ideas are illogical.
	Shows inability to organize thoughts into paragraphs. Essay may be one rambling paragraph or a series of insubstantial paragraphs.

	Sentences
	Shows ability to structure sentences to advantage, exhibiting a sophisticated command of sentence variety. (Errors, if any, appear to be proofreading lapses.)
	Uses some varied sentence patterns with only occasional errors in structure. (Errors appear due to carelessness or to mishandling of such features as colons or semicolons.)
	Uses basically the same sentence patterns throughout the essay with some errors in structure. (Errors appear due to confusion with compound or complex sentences.)
	Lacks sentence variety and contains errors in structure. (Errors appear due to inability to write compound or complex sentences.)
	Uses simple sentences excessively. Contains frequent errors in structure. (Errors appear due to confusion with boundaries.)
	Contains frequent fundamental sentence errors. May contain many run-ons and fragments. (Errors appear due to inability to write simple sentences.)

	Mechanics
	Virtually free of punctuation, capitalization, spelling, usage and ESL errors
	Contains only occasional punctuation, capitalization spelling, usage and ESL errors.
	Contains some common punctuation, capitalization spelling, usage and ESL errors.
	Contains many common punctuation, capitalization spelling, usage and ESL errors, though the errors are not frequent enough to be distracting.
	Contains serious punctuation, capitalization spelling, usage, and ESL errors which interfere with meaning.
	Contains frequent intrusive punctuation, capitalization spelling, usage and ESL errors which hinder communication.

	Vocabulary
	Displays sophisticated vocabulary range and exceptional facility with the language.
	Shows a good vocabulary range and good command of the language.
	Exhibits generally competent language use with some awkwardness in syntax.
	Exhibits some problems in diction and syntax but they do not interfere with readability.
	Lacks control over diction and syntax which interferes with meaning.
	Diction and syntax are so garbled as to render the writing nearly incomprehensible.


